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	Anglesea FuturesFact Sheet 6: Anglesea Heath



[bookmark: Here]Located in the Anglesea region 100km west of Melbourne, the Anglesea Heath is the richest and most diverse vegetation community described in Victoria.
Heath is used to describe low growing vegetation communities.  At Anglesea, the heath includes eight ecological vegetation classes (EVC).    This combination of EVCs and plant species are not found anywhere else.
What is an EVC?
[bookmark: _GoBack]An EVC is the standard unit for classifying vegetation types in Victoria.  Each EVC includes a collection of vegetation communities that occur across a biogeographic range, and although differing in species, have similar habitat and ecosystems.
To view the distribution of EVCs across the Anglesea Region see the Biodiversity Interactive Map.
Some facts about the Anglesea Heath:
· The main EVCs are heathy woodland, riparian complex, clay heathland, herb-rich woodlands and lowland forest.
· There are numerous significant archaeological sites throughout the Anglesea Heath linked with the Wathaurung Aboriginal People.
· More than a quarter of Victorian orchids have been recorded in the Anglesea Heath making it one of the most orchid-rich sites in Australia.
· More than 620 species of flora occur in the heath that provide habitat for more than 100 bird species and 29 mammal species.  This is the only recorded site for the Anglesea Grevillea (Grevillea infecunda).
· Significant fauna found in the Anglesea Heath includes the Powerful Owl (Ninox strenua), Rufous Bristlebird (Dasyomis broadbenti), New Holland Mouse (Pseudomys novaehollandiae), Swamp Antechinus (Antechinus minimus) and Swamp Skink (Egernia coventryi).
· The Anglesea Heath is located in the eastern part of the Great Otway National Park and Otway Forest Park, and in part of the Alcoa Anglesea mine lease.  The Caring for Country – The Otways and You Management Plan December 2009 outlines the management actions in the National Park and Forest Park, and the Anglesea Heath Management Plan November 2002 outlines management in the lease.
· The Parks Victoria visitor guide on the Anglesea Heath shows the types of low impact recreation activities allowed in the area to protect its conservation values.
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