The Victorian
Government
is creating over

75,000
hectares

of new parks and
reserves in central

west Victoria, including
three new national parks.

Victorians will continue to be
able to hunt in parts of Central
West Victoria.

Support for recreational hunting

The government recognises the social, environmental
and economic value that recreational hunting
provides to Victoria A key focus of this government
is to ensure that hunting in Victoria continues to be

a safe, responsible and sustainable activity for
future generations.

There are currently over 50,000 game licence holders in
Victoria who contribute millions of dollars to the state’s
economy, particularly in rural and regional Victoria.

The government has already invested $5.3 million in its
Sustainable Hunting Action Plan 2016-2020 to support
and guide the game hunting industry’s long-term
growth.

An additional $5.3 million will be invested over the next
four years to deliver a second Sustainable Hunting
Action Plan. This Plan is currently under development
and will be released later this year. The second plan will
build on the great work started under the first Plan and
will develop a new set of actions to support sustainable
and responsible hunting.
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Recreational hunting
in the Central West area

Recreational hunting in the Central West

o There will be changes to where recreational hunting
can take place. However, these changes will not be
implemented until the new national and regional
parks are established.

e There also continue to be many opportunities
for recreational hunting in nearby areas.

o All hunters must have a licence and adhere to
seasonal restrictions where they apply.

The Victorian government is providing $686,000 in grant
funding to the Australian Deer Association to support

its volunteer program which trains and accredits
recreational hunters so that they can participate in deer
control programs. In addition, $1million is being invested
over four years for the planning, coordination and
delivery of pest animal control programs by volunteer
shooters on public land. This will be delivered as a
partnership between Parks Victoria and the Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia

Victorians will be able to hunt in state forests in Central
West Victoria. Particular arrangements will apply in the
following areas:
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Recreational hunting

in the Central West area

Wellsford Block

e The expansion of Bendigo Regional Park means that recreational hunting
will no longer be allowed in that area. All other recreational activities

presently allowed in this area will still be permitted.

Wombat-Macedon Block

e Seasonal recreational deer hunting (by stalking) will be allowed in the

About these changes:

These changes reflect the
Victorian Government’s
response to the Victorian
Environmental Assessment
Council’s (VEAC's) Central West
Investigation Final Report and
its recommendations.

new Wombat-Lerderderg National Park, in areas where it is currently

permitted. The season will be limited to the period between May and

the start of the spring school holidays.

Mount Cole-Pyrenees Block

o Hunting will continue to be permitted in the significant areas of retained
state forest in this block. The existing Mount Cole Game Sanctuary will be
revoked to allow deer hunting in this area of state forest.

These changes preserve our
precious environmental and
biodiversity assets and strike

a sustainable balance that aims
to meet the needs of all land
users, now and into the future.

You can find the government
response on our website.

« Seasonal recreational deer hunting (by stalking) will be allowed in the
new Pyrenees National Park in the areas where it is currently permitted.

© The State of Victoria Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 2021

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International

@ 0 licence. You are free to re-use the work under that licence, on
~ the condition that you credit the State of Victoria as author.
The licence does not apply to any images, photographs or
branding, including the Victorian Coat of Arms, the Victorian Government logo
and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) logo.
To view a copy of this licence, visit creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

ISBN 978-1-76105-577-5 (pdf)

Disclaimer

This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its
employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is
wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability
for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any
information in this publication.
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Accessibility

If you would like to receive this publication
in an alternative format, please telephone
the DELWP Customer Service Centre on
136 186, or email customer.service@delwp.
vic.gov.au, or via the National Relay Service
on 133 677, www.relayservice.com.au. This
document is also available on the internet
at www.delwp.vic.gov.au


https://www.forestsandreserves.vic.gov.au/land-management/victorian-environment-assessment-council/victorian-government-response-to-veac-central-west-investigation/

